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With the current turmoil in the Middle East, there is a growing interest about Islamâ€”the worldâ€™s

second largest religion and one of the fastest growingâ€”and its holy book, the Koran (or Qurâ€™an).

Now, with this easy-to-follow, plain-English guide, you can explore the history, structure, and basic

tenets of Islamâ€™s sacred scripture. The Koran For Dummies is for non-Muslims interested in the

Koran as well as Muslims looking to deepen their understanding. Islamic scholar Sohaib Sultan

provides a clear road map, revealing:  The meaning of Koran and its basic message The

Koranâ€™s place in history and in Islamic spiritual life Explanations of its language, structure, and

narrative style How to live by the Koranâ€™s teachings The Koranâ€™s role in key global issues,

such as Jihad vs. terrorism Different interpretations of the Koran  No other book provides such a

straightforward look at what the Koran says, how it says it, and how believers live according to its

guidance. From how the Koran was received by Mohammed and how it was compiled to how itâ€™s

interpreted by Islamâ€™s two main branches, youâ€™ll see how to put the Islamic faith in

perspective. Plus, youâ€™ll discover:  What the Koran really says about women and civil law How

Islam relates to Judaism and Christianity The Koranâ€™s view of God, prophets, mankind, and the

self How its teachings are lived and recited every day by devout Muslims Common misconceptions

of the Koran How to raise a family the Koranic way  Complete with lists of important passages,

Koranic terminology, famous quotes, and further reading resources, The Koran For Dummies

makes it easy and enjoyable for you to grasp the teachings and significance of Islam's holy book.
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I attempted to read the Qu'ran on my own a few years back and found it to be one of the most



difficult and incomprehensible texts I have ever encountered. Besides the difficulty of translating 7th

century Arabic to English, the Qu'ran does not follow a linear narrative such as most Westerners are

used to. But instead has its own method of organization and logic which Sohaib Sultan does an

excellent job of explaining. So this book does serve as a helpful guide to understanding the Qu'ran,

though most Westerners will still likely find the Qu'ran a hard book to comprehend. But, of course,

the Bible has it's challenges as well.Sultan is a moderate American Muslim and clearly intends to

present the Qu'ran and Islam in the most positive light. But he is also honest about some of the

harsher aspects of what the Qu'ran says that are difficult for most non-Muslims to accept. For

instance, the Qu'ran prescribes the amputation of one or both hands for thieves and execution by

stoning for several other crimes including murder, rape and even adultery. The Qu'ran also strictly

forbids alcohol, gambling and pork.The Bible contains some similarly extreme punishments for

homosexuals, adulterers and others as well as an even stricter code of dietary regulations. But while

many modern Jews and Christians are inclined to interpret the Bible metaphorically, virtually all

orthodox Muslims believe the Qu'ran to the perfect and indisputable word of God for all times and all

circumstances. The Qu'ran also places much emphasis on the Day Of Judgement, when the

righteous will go to Paradise while the wicked are left to suffer the agonies of Hell, which the Qu'ran

decribes in lengthy and often very gory detail.
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